West Stafford Autumn Parish Meeting
Minutes of the meeting held in West Stafford Village Hall on
Friday 1st November 2024

Present: Nicky Bϋsst (KPC Chair) (NB), Jen Scarff (West Stafford Parish Clerk) (JS), Monty Woolley (West Stafford Parish Councillor) (MW), Barbara Davis (BD), Linda Kemp, Richard Foxell, Sandy Tubby (ST), Gordon Shaw, Jerry Nash, Gill Nash, Jacqqui Walton (JW), Sian Edwards, Adrian Edwards (AE), Chris Parsons, Kaye Chittenden, John Chittenden (JC), Jim Chamberlain, Emily Haines (EH)
Apologies: Gail Fenton
Minutes from April 26th 2024 Parish Meeting were accepted as an accurate record of the meeting
Vacancies for three Parish Councillors Monty Woolley has now become a Parish Councillor and Adrian Edwards is due to become one in November. There remains two further vacancies.
Vacancy for West Stafford Parish Meeting Chair remains vacant and NB will kindly chair these meetings until we have someone from the village to perform this role
Knightsford Parish Council (KPC) NB noted that the Neighbourhood Plan has been submitted. She also stated that at a recent KPC meeting it was felt appropriate not to increase the precept for this year
West Stafford Village Green Committee MW is currently in the process of getting a new committee formed and is happy to chair these meetings. JW stated that in order to form a committee the constitution requires 3 parish councillors. In order to expedite this those who are keen to become a parish councillor can be co-opted on the 13th November. Without this the Green Committee cannot be formed. MW proposed that in lieu of the Green committee being formed that we extend Ollie Edwards’ work until the committee is formed in order to ensure general maintenance of the Green. A vote was put to the meeting and unanimously voted in favour.
Village Hall Management Committee Vacancies remain for the positions of Chair and Vice Chair
Playing Field Management Committee EH reported that fund raising this year has raised £98 and further fund raising is planned this Christmas with village carol singing. The climbing wall has been repaired. Jason Braybrooke can no longer undertake the maintenance of the playing fields and so an alternative solution is being sought. The Playing Field requested a precept of £1000 for the insurance and cost of the playpark. This was unanimously voted for in favour.
Village Website run by Gail Fenton JS represented Gail in her absence. The website was started by Gail in March 2023. Costs from March 2023 til July 2024 were £146.40. An insufficient precept of £75 was requested at last year’s precept meeting and so the deficit of £71.40 was requested retrospectively in order to reimburse Gail. Unanimously voted in favour.
JS requested a precept on Gail’s behalf for the ongoing running costs of the village website up to November 2025 – these are estimated to cost £144. Unanimously voted for in favour.
Oyez run by Adrian Edwards & Major Haynes AE requested a precept of £75 for running costs. Unanimously voted for in favour.
Village Hall internet running costs unfortunately, the figures for the running of the village hall internet weren’t available on the evening of the meeting. NB indicated that it would be appropriate to vote for a precept for the ongoing costs of running this with the proviso that the amount isn’t greatly different from last years. Unanimously voted for in favour.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Information obtained after the meeting: The internet costs for the coming year are £388.32. Previous precept being £360 which is an acceptable uplift of about 7%
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Update of balance of current CIL since the last village meeting given by JS. St Andrew’s church have received £1,500 contribution for church repairs, the sandbag store has been replaced at a cost of £100 and the playing fields have received £323 which paid for the replacement wood chippings. At the last meeting it was unanimously voted for in favour that any residual monies would be given to the Village Hall towards the dishwasher as part of the current kitchen refit the hall is undergoing. The residual figure is £1009.49 and it was unanimously voted for in favour that this figure be given to the village hall.
KNIGHTSFORD NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN REPORT

The Knightsford Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group’s Planning Consultant submitted the Neighbourhood Plan to Knightsford Parish Council (KPC) at the meeting of Wednesday 9th October 2024. KPC approved submission of their NP and the Planning Consultant then proceeded to submit the plan to Nick Cardnell (NC), senior planning policy officer, Dorset Council. 


NC has undertaken an initial check of the submitted documents to make sure nothing obvious was missing. 
On completion of the check, Dorset Council will issue a formal acknowledgement letter and the initial process of preparing for the regulation 16 consultation will take place. This process normally takes 2-3 weeks to prepare and will then be publicly announced and will go to an independent examiner. This can take a few months and any changes the examiner requests will then need to be made prior to the referendum.

Dog Poo Bin ST has been co-ordinating the emptying of the dog poo bin for some time now and currently has approximately 6-7 people on the rota. The bin is emptied every month on black bin day. More volunteers are needed please. EH is going to be taking over the running of the rota from ST soon. If anyone wants to be part of the rota please contact ST by the end of November please. ST did stress that the dog waste doesn’t get ‘special’ disposal by the council; it just goes into the general waste and so there is no advantage to putting your dog poo in the dog poo bin. She would rather encourage everyone in the village to take their dog waste home and dispose of it in your own black bin please.
JW stated that herself and her husband are happy to empty to waste bin that is to the side of the old thatched bus stop.
Defibrillator Rota ST also co-ordinates the weekly/monthly defibrillator checks. More volunteers are needed to go on the community register to do these and so please contact ST if you are happy to do this please. ST is hopefully planning some training sessions soon.
Contact: sandytubby@hotmail.com  for Dog poo bin rota or Defibrillator rota and confirm in the email that you are giving permission for your details to be in a group email under data Protection rules (GDPR).
Any other business BD advised the meeting that the appeal for the further development of housing in Shepherd’s Walk was dismissed on 15/10/2024. ST advised the meeting that this means that nothing can happen for the next year. She also advised the Dorset Council is over its quota for new housing, though with the new government, this may change
A brief discussion about whether or not there has been a permissive path around the plot for at least 20 years took place. JC stated that these permissive path’s use can be interrupted by a 24hr blocking of the path which fundamentally resets the clock on the continuous use of a permissive path.

